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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Widegren et 
al (US 6,374,1 12), hereinafter is referred as Widegren, in view of Bales et al. (US 5,729,532), 
hereinafter is referred as Bales. 

Regarding claims 1 and 16, Widegren discloses a method and a system for controlling 
bearer properties. 

- said bearers being data transmission paths relating to a receiver (see col. 2, lines 62- 
64, a radio access bearer is a logical connection path between a network element and a mobile 
station, the network element here is an element in the UTRAN such as a base station) and 

- each bearer having at least one transport format (TF) describing properties of said 
bearer (see col. 3, lines 1-6, each bearer is associated with quality of service parameters that 
include data rate, error rate, delivery costs which is transport format parameters), in a cellular 
telecommunication system (see Figure 1), 

- information specifying said set of allowed transport format combinations (TFCS) is 
communicated to the receiver for construction of said set of allowed transport format 
combinations (TFCS) at the receiver (see col. 3, lines 16-21, UTRAN dynamically assigned 
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radio access bearers to UTRAN transport and radio channel resources based on quality of 
services parameters from the radio access bearer request which is the mobile station). 

Widegren does not expressly disclose a set of allowed transport format combinations 
(TFCS) is constructed, a transport format combination (TFC) being a combination of transport 
formats (TF) of a plurality of bearers. 

Bales discloses a set of allowed (valid users to be able to make conference calls) transport 
format combinations (TFCS) is constructed, a transport format combination (TFC) being a 
combination of transport formats (TF) of a plurality of bearers (Fig. 15, see col. 20, lines 21-59). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time invention was 
made, to employ the multimedia conference call as taught by Bales into Widegren's invention to 
arrive the claimed invention as specified in claims 1 and 16. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide an efficient 
bandwidth allocation in telecommunication system in order to maximize the bandwidth 
conservation of the communication system (see coll, line 57 - col. 2, line 2). 

Regarding claim 2, Widegren discloses a determination of each transport combination is 
within predefined limits. Predefined limits can be based on quality of services, QoS, parameter(s) 
requested is relatively high for a speech/voice, soft/softer handover, etc. with dedicated channel 
may for example be selected while request with relatively low QoS such as e-mail message, a 
common channel may be selected (see col 3, lines 55-67, col. 4, lines 1-16). 
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Regarding claim 3, Widegren discloses an identifier is assigned to each set of transport 
combinations (see col. 9, lines 29-32, lines 50-56, assigning an identifier to each bearer or 
combination). 

Regarding claim 4, Widegren discloses assigning identifiers of transport format 
combination is performed according to a predefined rule. For example, each identifier represents 
multiple users communicate with a single mobile station where that mobile station may be 
running multiple different processes or applications (see col. 9, lines 33-49). 

Regarding claim 5, Widegren discloses said set of transport combinations is ordered 
according to the total bit rate of the transport combinations. The transport combinations can be 
based on class of traffic with different type of bit rates (see col 10, lines 17-21), and identifiers 
are assigned to said transport combination identifiers, see similar reasons set forth in rejection of 
claim 3. Inherently, the assigned identifiers will form a sequence of consecutive integer numbers. 

Regarding claim 6, Widegren discloses communicating information for each allowed 
transport combination to said receiver (see col. 3, lines 16-21). 

Regarding claims 7 and 18, Widegren discloses the allowed transport combination to 
said receiver set forth in rejection of claims 6 and 16. Inherently, the non-allowed transport 
combination is the bearers combination that were not allowed to form data path transmission to 
said receiver; therefore, it is inherently disclosed to said receiver. 
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Regarding claim 8, Widegren discloses at least one limit for construction of said set to 
said receiver (see col. 3, lines 55-67, said limit is QoS for a speech communication with 
dedicated channel selected). 

Regarding claim 9, Widegren discloses the step of communicating information 
specifying at least one transport format of at least one bearer, which at least one transport format 
of at least one bearer is not a part of any allowed transport combination (see col. 4, lines 40-44, 
originally the allowed transport of one bearer/connection was the dedicated channel; however, 
with decreasing in QoS, the connection may be switched to the common radio channel). 

Regarding claims 10 and 19, Widegren discloses the step of specifying the differences 
between said set to a previous set of transport combinations (see col. 4, lines 3 1-34, connection 
may be switched to another type of radio channel if the monitored parameter(s) changes enough 
from what was initially determined). 

Regarding claim 11, this claim has similar limitations as claim 1. Therefore, it is 
rejected under Widegren for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim L 

Regarding claims 12 and 21, Widegren discloses transport formats used in a 
transmission between a receiver and a transmitter are identified by sending a transport format 
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combination identifier from the transmitter to the receiver (see Fig. 4, col. 9, lines 5-32, 
transmitter is UTRAN, receiver is the mobile station). 

Regarding claims 13 and 14, Widegren discloses if either party of the connection 
detects that the transport combination identifiers of the receiver do not correspond to the 
transport combination identifiers of the transmitter, the transport combination identifiers are 
reconstructed at least one party of the connection, the reconstruction of transport combination 
identifiers at both parties of the connection according to a predefined rule (see col. 4, lines 31-34, 
connection may be switched to another type of radio channel if the monitored parameter(s) 
changes enough from what was initially determined). 

Regarding claim 15, Widegren discloses one of the parties of the connection 
communicates its transport combination identifiers to the other party, which takes the 
communicated identifiers into use (see Fig. 4, col. 9, lines 5-32, UTRAN received and processed 
service request. Connections are established to support mobile station). 

Regarding claim 17, Widegren discloses: 

- a memory element for storing a set of allowed transport combinations (see Fig. 4, #86, 
col. 9, lines 26-28, buffer memory to handle the connection information to be transmit over the 
common channel), 

- means for checking whether a single transport format combination is within 
predetermined limits (see col. 3, lines 55-67, col. 4, lines 1-16), and 
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- means for adding a single transport format combination to said set of allowed transport 
format combinations stored in said memory element (see col. 9, lines 29-32, lines 50-56, 
assigning an identifier to each bearer or combination). 

Regarding claim 20, Widegren discloses means for assigning a transport combination 
identifier to each transport format combination stored in said memory element (see Fig. 5, #87, 
col. 9, lines 29-32, lines 50-56, assigning an identifier to each bearer or combination). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 16 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lee Khuong whose telephone number is 571-272-3 157. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9AM - 5PM. 

5. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on 571-272-3 155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 57 1 -272-3 157. 

6. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system^ contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Lee T. Khubng 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2665 



